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' Should you happen along any small
atagnant pool at this time of year you
will gee funny looking lumps of gelatin
which any small fellow reared in the
country will tell yoy is “spawn.” In-
stantly you respedt him and his
knowledge of the great outdoors. Often
you come upon anyd start to peruse
endless books with/ prosiac titles and
queer names. To gvold that let's get
together on this sgawn question,
There Is spawn and this
particular spawn
cloudy, or. clear with smull green discs

Fand which is firm} much llke a newly

made snow ball th shape, Is lald by
salamanders, called Spotted Sala-
mander,

Once & year the great parade of the
Bpotted Salamandpr sturts its lethargle
migration to the fpools in which they
were born. No clfcus ever looked more
impressive, as I every niche and
crevice' they . #oft  Dblue-black
gfoatures, elght ihches In length, with
yellow dots along each aside, in hordes
Of vast numbers, over car tracks or
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studies of turtle tech-
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He is & member of the

across concrete roads to blindly obey
this thing called the "will to live."
Many are killed by passing cars, or
are’ fooled by Dame  Nature If she
suddenly drops her apring warmth and
rebukes the ground and the salamand-
ers are founil frozen In their effort
to reach thg pool, mute evidence of

the law of survival.
Be that it may, spawn 1s to be
found in pools, from which hatch small

creatures whp soon take thelr places
in the outddor life, udding mudh to
the Interest nature

As s00n us fthe migration
Ity und egg faylng Is over,
creatures diguppear und assume
in the grousd and It 1s unusual
collect more than one or two through-
out the entife seuson. There ls mare
information fabout these sleepy-eyed
creatures, byt it Is 1 detalled and
doesn't help/much anyway. The only
real thing phat counts is to answér
that young! scamp who glibly says,
“Spawn,"” glibly by clearing your throat
impressively and gdding, “Yes? Which
kind—8potted Salamander?
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